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complimented as they moved past with firm step, well offi- 
cered, and supplied with every requisite for a successful 
campaign." 

A third, under date of June 13, observes : " This is the 
finest and best provided body of men in the field. When the 
officer by whom they were sworn in made inquiry of Gover- 
nor Sprague, ' What requisitions have you to make for their 
comfort and support ? ' he answered, ' We ask nothing from 
the Government.' " 

After an animated conversation regarding the desira- 
bleness of preserving a record of the great Rebellion 
which is now in progress in the United States, it was 
voted. That a Committee be appointed to collect and 
preserve for the archives of the Society such materials 
for a future history of the Rebellion as they may deem 
to be authentic and most valuable. 

The President nominated as members of the Commit- 
tee, Messrs. R. Frothingham, Webb, and Palmer. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, Aug. 8, at noon ; the President, 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Astor 
Library, New York ; the Bunker-Hill-Monument Asso- 
ciation ; the Congregational Board of Publication ; 
Yale College ; Rev. Alexander Blaikie ; F. A. Brock, 
Esq. ; B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; and from Messrs. Bigelow, 
Livermore, and Winthrop, of the Society. 
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The President announced the death of the Hon. 
Nathan Appleton, a Resident Member of the Society, 
as follows : — 

We have been called on so often of late, gentlemen, to 
notice the departure of those whose names have adorned our 
Honorary or our Resident rolls, that the language of eulogy 
may seem to have been almost exhausted. Yet I am sure 
you would not excuse me, nor could I excuse myself, were I 
to fail to make some brief allusion this morning to a valued 
and venerable associate, who died only a day or two after our 
last monthly meeting. 

Lowell, the revered pastor ; Shaw, the illustrious jurist ; 
White, the accomplished counsellQr and scholar ; Bowditch, 
the faithful conveyancer and genial humorist, whose diligence 
has illustrated so many title-deeds, and whose wit has illumi- 
nated so many title-names; — all these and more have re- 
ceived, in sad succession, our farewell tributes within a few 
months past. The wise, upright, and eminent merchant pre- 
sents no inferior claim to our respectful remembrance, nor 
will his name be associated with less distinguished or less 
valuable services to the community. 

Not many men, indeed, have exercised a more important 
influence among us, during the last half-century, than the late 
Hon. Nathan Appleton. Not many men have done more 
than he has done, in promoting the interests, and sustaining 
the institutions, to which New England has owed so much 
of its prosperity and welfare. No man has done more, by 
example and by precept, to elevate the standard of mer- 
cantile character, and to exhibit the pursuits of commerce 
in proud association with the highest integrity, liberality, and 
ability. 

The merchants of Boston have already recognized his pe- 
cuHar claims to their respect, and have paid him a tribute not 
more honorable to him than to themselves. But he was more 
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than a merchant. As a clear and vigorous writer on financial 
and commercial questions ; as a successful expounder of some 
of the mysteries of political economy ; as a wise and prudent 
counsellor in the public affairs of the country, as well as in 
the practical concerns of private life ; as a liberal friend 
to the institutions of religion, education, and charity ; as 
a public-spirited. Christian citizen, of inflexible integrity 
and independence, — he has earned a reputation quite 
apart from the enterprise and success of his commercial 
career. 

Few of those whose names, for thirty years past, have been 
inscribed with his own on the rolls of our Society, have taken 
a more active and intelligent interest in our pursuits. Few 
have been more regular in their attendance at our meetings, 
or more liberal in their contributions to our means. 

Tracing back his descent to an early emigrant from the 
county of Suffolk in England, where his family had been 
settled for more than two centuries before, he was strongly 
attracted towards our Colonial history, and was eager to co- 
operate in whatever could worthily illustrate the Pilgrim or 
the Puritan character. He was a living illustration of some 
of the best elements of both. 

This is not the occasion for entering into the details of his 
life and services ; but, should the Society concur with the 
Standing Committee in the Resolutions which they have 
instructed me to submit, there may be an opportunity of pur- 
suring the subject more deliberately hereafter. Let me only 
add, before ofiering them, that, on many accounts, I should 
have been disposed to shrink from the responsibility which 
they impose on me, had not our lamented friend so far honored 
me with his confidence as to express the wish, that I would 
undertake any little Memoir of him which might be customary 
in our collections, — accompanying the expression with some 
sketches of his life, which will form the largest and best part 
of whatever I may be able to prepare. 

29 



226 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [AUG. 

Mr. WiNTHROP then oiFered the following Resolu- 
tions : — 

Resolved, That, in the death of the Hon. Nathan Appleton, our 
Society has lost a valued member, a liberal friend, and one whose 
enterprise and integrity as a merchant, whose ability and accom- 
plishments as a writer, and whose distinguished services as a public 
man, have rendered his name an ornament to our rolls. 

Besolved, That the President be requested to prepare the custom- 
ary Memoir for our next volume of Proceedings. 

The Resolutions, having been seconded by Dr. Blag- 
den in a few remarks, were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. R. Frothingham, from the Committee appointed 
at the last meeting to preserve for the archives of the 
Society such materials, for a future history of the Rebel- 
lion now in progress in the United States, as they may 
deem most authentic and valuable, submitted a report, 
which he subsequently withdrew ; and, after some de- 
bate, it was voted, That the sum of a hundred dollars 
be placed at the disposal of the Committee, for the 
furtherance of the object of their appointment. 

Messrs. Livermore, H. Gray, jun., Deane, and Whit- 
ney, were added to the Committee. 

The President called the attention of the Society to a 
printed leaf, containing an account of the last annual 
meeting of the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries, 
of Copenhagen, held on the 27th of May ; and read 
from it the following extract : — 

Mr. Niels Arnzen, of Fall River, in the county of Bristol, and 
State of Massachusetts, had transmitted to the society a " warranty 
deed," by which, " in consideration of his esteem for the editor of 
the ' Antiquitates Americanas,' and the author of the ' Memoir of the 
Discovery of America by the Northmen ' (Professor C. C. Kafn), 
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and the Royal Society of Antiquaries at Copenhagen, in Denmark, 
he does give, grant, and convey unto the said Professor and Royal 
Society the rock known as the ' Writing ' or ' Dighton Rock,' and 
the lot, or parcel of land, surrounding it, and situated in the town of 
Berkley, in said county of Bristol ; " its limits being stated in detail 
in said deed. The society charged its council with expressing to the 
donor its thanks for the gift, as also with taking proper measures to 
see the monument duly fenced and preserved. 



SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, Sept. 12, at noon ; the President, Hon. Egbert C. 
WiNTHROP, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the American Philo- 
sophical Society; the Boston City-Missionary Society; 
the Essex Institute ; Rev. Caleb D. Bradlee ; Rev. S. 
Hopkins Emery ; B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; Henry Stevens, 
Esq. ; and from Messrs. Deane, Green, Robbins (C), 
and Webb, of the Society. 

In the absence of the Corresponding Secretary, a 
note was communicated from him, stating the fact that 
Mr. Benson J. Lossing accepted his election as Cor- 
responding Member. 

Mr. R. Fkothingham, from the Committee on pro- 
curing Memorials of the Rebellion, reported that the 
Committee had organized a plan, and prepared a circu- 
lar to be sent to all the members of the Society and to 
other persons likely to respond. 



